Dog Grooming

Map of our Yarrambat Clinic

Does your pooch need grooming? Well if it does give
Maree a call and book your dog in with her at the
Yarrambat Veterinary Surgery. Maree is a qualified
groomer and will groom any size or breed.

Spring

Maree 0438 098 992

Newsletter - 2013
EMERGENCIES - OUT OF HOURS
Our vets are happy to see your pets out of hours. We
have an out of hours vet on call each night of the week
and weekends to see your pet if any problems should
arise. This could be from your cat to your cow.
Please call 94361399 after hours if you need
a vet otherwise just call 94361699 within
normal hours.

Map of our North Warrandyte Clinic

Cat bite abscess in your feline friend !!
Springtime is here and that also means that unfortunately
your cat may fight with neighbourhood or stray cats.
You may hear a cat fight and that is where it all begins.
What is an abscess ? Cats naturally have a lot of
bacteria in their mouths. When one cat bites or
scratches another they are introducing bacteria into the
wound area. Normally the puncture wound is quite small
but often quite deep and the surface will heal over within
a few hours, trapping the bacteria under the skin. For
several days there may be no sign of infection but
gradually swelling and pain at the puncture sight will
occur. If your cat is acting strange and seems sore then it
is most likely the start of an abscess forming. Some
common spots where cats are bitten is on the face, back
and paws. If you notice your cat in pain or an area of
skin that looks swollen or sore then bring your cat into
the clinic and have one of our vets check it out. Your cat
may need some antibiotics and pain relief medication, or
to have the area lanced to drain the abscess under a light
sedation.

News from the clinic - Well its the start of spring
and we are ready for warmer weather. What a great
start to spring. We hope you have stayed warm this
winter and your pets have kept out of trouble. This
issue covers the Hendra Vaccine in horses, product of
the month - panoramis, allergies in dogs and cats, dog
grooming, out of hours emergency calls, and cat bite
abscesses in your feline friend. We hope you find this
newsletter interesting, and look out for the next
seasonal newsletter.
What can we do at The Veterinary Surgery ?
All the staff at The Veterinary Surgery have been trained
to take care of all the needs of your pets. We have a
digital x-ray machine and a mobile x-ray machine. The
mobile x-ray machine is available to take x-rays at your
horses paddock. We also have ultrasounds available to
be used on your small legged friends or your bigger four
legged friends, your horse. We perform routine surgery
(spey and castrates), to the more difficult surgeries like
fractured legs (orthopedics). Our vets are also trained
to perform dental procedures in your pet of any size or
breed.
The team at The Veterinary Surgery:

The Veterinary Surgery
(incorporating Yarrambat and North Warrandyte Veterinary
Hospitals)
Yarrambat Veterinary Hospital
541 Yan Yean Rd,Yarrambat
Phone: 94361699
North Warrandyte Veterinary Hospital
1/266 Yarra St, Warrandyte,
Phone: 98440781

Vets - Chris, Suzanne, Andrew, Rob, Jess, Ari,
Kate and Amy
Nurses - Karen, Elisha, Clare, Abbey, Jen,
Victoria, Lara, Lucy, Maree, Jackie
The Groomer - Maree

HENDRA VACCINE AVAILABLE NOW
What is the Hendra virus?
The Hendra virus is a deadly disease found exclusively in
Australia that is transmitted from flying fox to horse, horse to
horse, and horse to people. The Hendra virus was first discovered
in the Brisbane suburb of Hendra in 1994.
The virus occurs naturally in flying fox populations across most
Australian states and territories, with the potential for the
disease to appear wherever there are flying fox colonies.
How many horses and humans have been
affected?
Since 1994, the Hendra virus has claimed the lives of 81 horses,
with more than 30 of these deaths recorded in 2011 and 2012.
There have also been seven confirmed cases of Hendra virus
infection in humans. Of these people, four have lost their lives,
with the most recent death occurring in August 2009.
Why is the Hendra virus a concern for Australian
horse owners?
While the prevalence is low, the Hendra virus is one of Australia’s
most lethal viruses. 75 per cent of horses infected with the virus
die as a result of the disease, usually within the first two days of
showing signs of illness. The Hendra virus is just as deadly to the
humans that come into close contact with
infected horses. 57 per cent of humans diagnosed with the
disease have died.
How is the Hendra virus spread?
It is thought that horses contract the Hendra virus by ingesting
food or water contaminated with infected flying fox body fluids
and excretions.The virus can then be passed onto humans if they
come into contact with an infected horse’s nasal discharge,
blood, saliva or urine.
Can the Hendra virus pass from human to human?
There is no evidence to date to support human to human
transmission.
What are the signs of Hendra virus infection in
horses?
Clinical signs of Hendra virus infection in horses include but are
not limited to, acute onset of illness, increased body temperature,
shifting of weight between legs, depression, increased respiratory
rate, nasal discharge (clear, white or blood stained), head tilting/
circling, muscle twitching and urinary incontinence.
(Above information taken from the Australian
Veterinary Association)

What can you do to protect your
horse and yourself ?

There is now a Hendra virus vaccine available in Australia (Equivac
heV). This is available by booking an appointment with one of our
veterinarians. The Hendra vaccine course is one primary injection
followed 3 - 4 weeks later by the booster. After the booster vaccine it
is every 6 months. Your horse will need to be microchipped to be able
to receive the Equivac HeV.

If you would like to book an appointment or
need any further information please call the
clinic on 9436 1699.

Allergies and your pets
Although spring is a wonderful time of the year, it quite
often is also the start of the dreaded allergies in your
pets. 25% of pets are affected by allergies which can make
their lives miserably and uncomfortable. Imagine itching so
much that your skin becomes red, inflammed and sore.
Pets can become ‘hypersensitive’ to a substance they
encounter in the environment. They may not initially have
any sensitivity to it at all but in time the body may ‘over
react’ when it comes into contact with a substance and
produce an allergic reaction. This can happen in two ways:
1. Inhalation of pollen and plant material from weeds, trees
and grasses
2. Direct contact with grass and plants
such as wandering jew.

Product of the month - PANORAMIS
Panoramis is a monthly chewable tablet for dogs that:
•
•
•
•

Treats, prevents and controls all ages of fleas
Controls flea allergy dermatitis
Prevents heartworm disease
Treats and controls adult hookworm, roundworm
& whipworm infections.
Panoramis combines two trusted active ingredients to
provide protection for your dog - .spinosad + milbemycin
oxime, and because Panoramis is a tasty chewable tablet, it
won't rub or wash off.
Look out for the advertisements on TV to receive $10.00
off your next packet of Panoramis.

Flea allergy dermatitis - The most common cause of
allergies in pets is fleas, although most owners swear their
pets don't have them. The signs of a flea infestation include
flaky red skin and little flecks of flea dirt (poo), usually in
the area just above the tail. If you run a flea comb through
your pet's coat you'll soon pick up a few fleas. Unless you
use a regular flea control product your pet will most likely
have fleas. So the best thing to do in spring/summer for
your pet is to use products that your vet recommends.
Treatment
After the skin becomes inflamed your dog is likely to get a
secondary infection, because bacteria will find it easier to
breed. Your vet will talk to you and try and determine the
cause of the allergy, and then give cortisone and
antibiotics to remove the itch and control the infection. If
fleas are present, then they will advise you on a suitable
flea treatment for your pet.
You can reduce the animal's exposure to allergens by
bathing the pet with a
medicated or soothing
wash, such as Malaseb or
Aloveen. Remove
wandering jew from the
b a c k y a r d , a n d avo i d
walking your dog in areas
that is known to cause
reactions.

